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“Indispensable. . . . The best account to date of how the administration debated, decided, organized and 
executed its military responses to the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. Much of what makes War and Decision so 

compelling is that it is, in effect, a revisionist history.” 
— Bret Stephens, Wall Street Journal   

 
National Bestseller Now Available in Trade Paperback! 

 

WAR AND DECISION  
INSIDE THE PENTAGON  

AT THE DAWN OF THE WAR ON TERRORISM 
by Douglas J. Feith 

 
War and Decision, Douglas Feith’s highly praised and revealing New York 

Times and Washington Post bestseller, is now being published in paperback. 
The only insider account of the Bush Administration’s controversial decisions 
in the post-9/11 era, it offers valuable lessons on foreign policy and decision-

making as a new administration takes office.  
 

“Extraordinarily frank and persuasive. . . . [O]ur first in-depth look at the inside of the Bush administration’s 
national security top leadership from one who was there. [Feith] has been criticized harshly and, I think, unfairly.” 

— Michael Barone, U.S. News & World Report 
 

“If you want to read a serious book about the origins and consequences of the intervention in Iraq in 2003, you 
owe it to yourself to get hold of a copy of Douglas Feith’s War and Decision. . . .There is more of value in any 

chapter of this archive than in any of the ramblings of McClellan.” — Christopher Hitchens, Slate 
 
“The fullest and most thoughtful statement of the Pentagon thinking prior to and in the first stages of the Iraq war. 

Even those, as I, who take issue with some of its conclusions will gain a better perspective  
from reading this book." —Henry A. Kissinger 

 
A fascinating narrative, WAR AND DECISION: Inside the Pentagon at the Dawn of the War on Terrorism 
(Harper; Trade Paperback; On sale: February 3, 2009; $17.99) brings you into the room as President Bush, 
Vice President Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld, Colin Powell, Condeleezza Rice and others collaborated and quarreled 
in the development of the strategy for waging the war on terrorism – and for overthrowing the Taliban and 
Saddam Hussein regimes. 
 
As the Obama team enters office, WAR AND DECISION is particularly interesting for the lessons it draws from 
the Bush administration’s problems of interagency tensions, defective intelligence, and poor strategic 
communications. It is a cautionary tale about the challenges of presidential leadership in a government captained 
by strong-willed cabinet members with conflicting ideas on national security. 
 
The book’s meticulous official documentation elevates it over the many books about Iraq that rely on anonymous 
sources and are otherwise unsubstantiated. As former CIA Director and Defense Secretary James Schlesinger has 
written, War and Decision “explodes many of the journalistic and political myths that have become widely 
accepted.” 



 
Feith’s account is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of the Iraq war or how the United States got 
organized to combat Islamist terrorism. It is also indispensable for anyone interested in the way our government 
makes decisions. It brilliantly analyzes the way grand strategy was created, debated and implemented. It reveals 
how interagency policy is made – and candidly explains the flaws as well as the strengths of the Bush 
administration’s work. It explores the long-standing tensions between the State and Defense Departments and the 
challenges of civil-military relations in wartime.  
 
War and Decision upends the conventional wisdom about the origins of the Iraq war, the pre-war intelligence and 
the postwar planning. It brilliantly examines the workings of the U.S. government, but it is a lively narrative. It 
will be used for decades by historians, but it will surely also be used in the coming days by the policy makers in 
the Obama Administration.  
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the summer of 2005. Before that, Feith had served in the Reagan administration as a Middle East specialist on the 
White House National Security Council staff, and as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Negotiations. 
Feith has also contributed articles on international law and foreign and defense policy to the New York Times, 
Washington Post, the Wall Street Journal, and other publications. Feith is a graduate of Harvard College (Magna 
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near Washington, D.C. 
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